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LǘΩǎthat time of yearagain,SouthTexas. Welcometo the 2020HurricaneSeason.

Theyearso far hasbeena remarkablemix of perseveranceand adaptation,and
these skillswill be very important for our region as we head into the next few
months. Theuniquechallengesmanyof usare facing,includingdifferent work or
school environments,where and when we buy groceries,and even how we
communicatewith eachother are all chancesfor us to think about how we will
preparefor the nexthurricane. Andthe time to prepareisnow.

Thisguidecontainsupdated information for 2020 on hurricanes,aswell as the
manyhazardsthey canbring to the CoastalBend. Deadlystorm surge,damaging
winds,floodingrain, andtornadoescandisplaceyou from your homefor months
or years. Usethis guideto helpyouandyour familyprepareaswell aslearnwhat
to do before, during, and after a storm. If you are still spendingtime at home,
take this time to planout what suppliesyou needfor hurricaneseasonandwhat
work needs to be done to prepare your home. In the coming weeks, use
shoppingtrips or deliveriesto helpyoustockup on supplies.

Althoughthe regionexperiencedHurricaneHarveythree yearsago,this doesnot
meanthat we areprotectedfrom the next hurricane. In fact, there havebeen15
occasionsin which storms have impacted the Middle TexasCoastthree years
apart, datingbackto 1850. Oneof the most notoriousstormson this list, 1970Ωǎ
HurricaneCelia,made landfall in the CoastalBend three yearsafter Hurricane
Beulah and destroyed thousandsof homes and businessesas it lashed the
CoastalBendwith wind gustsover160MPH.

Asyoupreparefor this hurricaneseason,takethe time now to print this guideor
download it to your computer or phone. It can also be used for you to note
where you can find information during a storm, including from your National
WeatherServiceoffice, localtelevisionstation,andcity or county.

Staysafe,SouthTexas.

MelissaHuffman
WarningCoordinationMeteorologist
NationalWeatherService
CorpusChristi,Texas

A Letter to Residents
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Above: Historical perspective of hurricane landfalls in Texas 

since 1851. Image -- NOAA

Hurricanes form over warm 

ocean waters, like those 

found in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The hurricane season starts 

June 1 and ends November

30. The peak threat for the 

Texas coast exists from

August through September. 

However, hurricanes can 

and have struck the Texas 

coast during every month of 

the hurricane season.

Above: High resolution satellite image of Hurricane Harvey 

approaching the Middle Texas Coast. Image--NOAA 

Since 1851, 64 hurricanes have struck the Texas coast. 

That is one every three years on average.

About Hurricanes
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Storm Surge Defined

Storm surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm, over and above the predicted 

astronomical tides.  This rise in water level can cause extreme flooding in coastal areas resulting in 

storm tides reaching up to 20 feet or more in some cases. Along the Texas coast, these flood waters 

can penetrate far inland depending on the elevation of the land. If the storm tide is greater than the 

land elevation (even if well inland) then storm surge flooding will be possible.

Storm Surge Can Be Deadly! Here are 6 Tips to be Ready

For more information about storm surge, 

please visit the new NHC Storm Surge Video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBa9bVYKLP0

Storm Surge
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1. Storm surge flooding is often the greatest 

threat to life and property from a hurricane. 

It poses a significant threat for drowning. A 

mere six inches of fast-moving flood water 

can knock over an adult. It takes only two 

feet of rushing water to carry away most 

vehicles.

2. Storm surge can cause water levels to rise 

quickly and flood large areas in just minutes, 

and you could be left with no time to take 

action if you havenõt already evacuated as 

instructed.

3. Storm surge is not dependent on the Saffir-

Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale. Hurricane 

categories are based only on winds and do 

not account for storm surge. Any wind 

category can all cause life-threatening storm 

surge.   

4. Many Gulf Coast areas are vulnerable to 

storm surge including areas many miles 

inland from the coastline depending on 

elevation of the coastal plain. Find out today 

if you live in a storm surge zone (see pages 

5-7 in this guide).

5. Storm surge can occur before, during and 

after the center of the storm passes through 

an area, and can sometimes cutoff 

evacuation routes. The water can also rise 

well in advance of the coming storm, in 

some cases 36 hours or greater. When an 

evacuation is ordered, do not wait until the 

last minute to leave.

6. During the peak of a storm surge event, it is 

unlikely that emergency responders will be 

able to reach you if you are in danger.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBa9bVYKLP0


99
2020 South Texas 
Hurricane Guide

Storm Surge
Corpus Christi

Above: This map shows the height above ground the water couldreach and depicts the reasonable worst-case 

scenario from storm surge flooding.  

ôôThe greatest potential for loss of life related to a 

hurricane is from the storm surge.ó

-National Hurricane Center
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Rockport/Port Aransas

Above: This map shows the height above ground the water couldreach and depicts the reasonable worst-

case scenario from storm surge flooding.  

Storm Surge
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